Conference of the Presidents of Parlaiments of South-East Europe: 
“The Parliamentary Dimension in European Integration of South-East Europe”

Sarajevo, 27 March 2004
DECLARATION 
We, the participants in the Conference, 
Reaffirming common values and a lasting orientation towards democratization, rule of law, respect for and protection of human rights and the fundamental freedoms, including the rights of persons belonging to national minorities, free flow of people and goods and the development of a viable market economy, 
Considering that parliaments have an irreplaceable and leading role in the process of the democratisation of the region,
Recognising that national parliamentary institutions can play unique role in the development of relations amon g our countries and peoples, 
Reaffirming our commitment to promote cooperation among our parliaments, peoples and states, based on the principles and objectives enshrined in the Charter on Good-Neighbourly Relations, Stability and Cooperation in South-Eastern Europe,
Recalling the conclusions of the previous Conferences of the Presidents of Parliaments of South-East Europe,
Encouraging the implementation of the priorities outlined in the Procedural framework for parliamentary cooperation, aiming to fulfill the joint commitments and defining regular forms of cooperation, their working bodies and staff,
Noting with satisfaction the increase in the representation of women in the parliamentary bodies, including leading positions in them, and encourage further progress in this respect,
I
Acknowledge that further democratisation and promotion of good-neighbourly relations, peace, stability and security, as well as economic and social development are crucial objectives for the region,
Stress the role of the South-East European Cooperation Process as the genuine voice of the region and an important instrument for enhancement of the cooperation among our countries, as well as the need to develop our effective cooperation in various fields, including the parliamentary dimension in particular, as a platform for cooperation in promoting the European integration, 
II
Note with satisfaction the progress towards European integration of the countries of the region. At the June 2003 Thessaloniki Summit the European Union restated the prospect of EU membership for the Western Balkans, reinforcing at the same time the Stabilisation and Association Process. Given this perspective of EU membership, the countries of the Western Balkans and the region should for their part intensify their efforts to implement the necessary reforms, which is their responsibility.
Consider regional ownership as essential in the process of European integration, thus providing for sustainable reforms and transition and enhancing their impact, as well as successful regional ownership, requiring genuine commitment of all democratic institutions at the national level, 
III
Declare our intention to make the parliaments as centres of the democratic decision-making process, 
Commit ourselves to make efforts to improve parliamentary procedures and parliamentary efficiency in our countries and conduct regular exchange of opinions and experiences in this field,
Call on governments and parliaments to enhance cooperation at the bilateral and multilateral level, 
Also call on all parliaments to do everything possible at the national level to facilitate the measures for faster European integration, 
Further call on parliamentarians to work hard and intensify their efforts towards adopting necessary reforms, including the supervisory role of parliaments over the governmental activities in the legislative, institutional, economic, and other reforms to accelerate European integration of our countries,
Shall strengthen the dialogue among our parliaments and the exchange of experience in harmonization of legislation with that of the European Union,
IV
Express our determination not only to go ahead with the activities already undertaken, promoting the South East European Cooperation Process as the genuine voice of the region, but also to continue substantial cooperation between the Process and the Stability Pact, as well as the other regional initiatives,
Build on achievements, within the scope of parliamentary competence, in efforts to fight terrorism, organised crime, corruption, illicit trafficking, illegal cross-border migrations, and to encourage and promote regional cooperation in these areas,
Refer to the issues of visa regime in the area, recalling all the previous Declarations adopted in the framework of the SEECP, 
Encourage ever closer cooperation in the field of science, education and culture, on both governmental and nongovernmental level, especially among young people,
Expect the governments to further develop economic cooperation, on the basis of the priorities outlined in the Skopje Action Plan for Regional Economic Cooperation.
V
Condemn the recent acts of violence in Kosovo and call for forbearance, self-restraint, and dialogue in the name of peace, stability, peaceful coexistence and non-violent resolution of conflicts, which should constitute lasting values for our societies.[image: image1.png]
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